Arkansas State Archives

Arkansas Digital Archives
Japanese American internment in Arkansas

Online exhibits

Newspaper Articles, "Couple Raising Money To Mark Internment
of Japanese Americans"; "Imprisonment Was Wrong, Retired
Minister Believes"

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japaneseamerican-internment
Part of the United States History Commons

Recommended Citation
Newspaper Articles, "Couple Raising Money To Mark Internment of Japanese Americans"; "Imprisonment
Was Wrong, Retired Minister Believes", Joseph Boone Hunter collection, Arkansas State Archives, Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Use and reproduction of images held by the Arkansas State Archives without prior written permission is prohibited.
For information on reproducing images held by the Arkansas State Archives, please call 501-682-6900 or email at
state.archives@arkansas.gov.

Couple Raising Money
To Mark Internment
OfJapanese~Americans
By WILLIAM GREEN
Gaie1teS1 ■ 1t

t has been almost 40 years since
Sam aod Haruye Vada of Sherwood,
two Japanese-Americans, were imprisoned 31/a years in their own country
during World War II. They are no
longer bitter, but they haven't forgotten.
The Vadas were among more than
100,000 persons of Japanese heritage
who were removed from the western
United States aod confined In 10 camps
throughout the country after Japan's
bombing of Pearl Harbor.
They were among more than 8,000
imprisoned in the camp In Rohwer (Desha County); a similar number was In
the camp In Jerome (Drew County).
Retired for several years, Vada, who
is 76 (bis wile is 66), is devoting much
of bis abundant energy to raising
money for a monument at the site of
the Rohwer camp. He estimates the
monument would cost $15,000. So far
Vada bas raised $3,000 for it.
Vada said the monument would stand
for the more than 30 men from the two
camps who died while flgbting for the
United States during the war. Those
who died were members of the 442d
regimental combat team, which was
made up of only those of Japaoese heritage. They fought in Italy aod Fraoce
and were highly decorated.
Vada, who was too old to serve In the
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unit, said their service was unlque,"
because they chose to serve the country
that bad Imprisoned them.
Their sacrifice proved there was no
reason to doubt the alleglaoce of those
of Japanese heritage, be said.
There's a concrete monument at the
Rohwer site, but It's crumbling. Vada
said the proposed monument would be
13 feet tall aod would be made of granite.
Vada said $15,000 is needed and that
$3,000 bas been raised. He doesn't think
Arkansans will be reluctant to give to
the campaign, because it's "big history"
aod, be maintains, It will spur tourism.
"In 100, 200 years, going to be greatest attraction," Vada said.
V>da, a Buddhist who manages humor In the recounting of the experience, came to be a prisoner in his own
country the same way thousands of oth-

ers of Japanses heritage did - his father and mother came from Japao to
Hawaii lo work in the sugar fields.
Vada, one of 11 children, was born ln
Hawali five years after lt bad been annexed by the Unlted States - belng
born there made him an American citizen. He quit school in the seventh
grade, to work in the fields with his
parents, for $1.25 a day. At age 23, he
went to California, lo attend automolive mechanics school. He returned to
Hawaii, lo work as a mechanic In a garage, aod farmed with bis brother, Alfred.
He met his future wife, a native of
Calliornia, when she was working as a
cook in a peach orchard about I 00
miles from where he worked as a tractor driver and mechaolc for a company
farm. They were married in 1937.
1n 1942, Vada was working as a mechanic for the company farm In Lodi,
Cal., earning 50 cents an hour, when
President Fraoklln D. Roosevelt signed
Order 9066, leading to thetr removal
aod Internment.
They ftrst were moved 90 miles from
their home, to the Stockton fairgrounds.
With them was their son, Robert, then
4, and Vada's sister, Sandin!, who bad
just graduated from high school. She
bad her commencement exercise at the
fairgrounds, be said.
The single men were placed In stalls.
"Horse manure still In there," Vada
said.
The families were given a single
room - h~ waved a hand, indicating
the space was a fraction of the living
room be sat in - with a cot for each.
The Army patrolled, and there were
frequent inspections, be said. "Every
little bit of thing you have in there, they
inspect, open the suitcase, open the
purse. Finally, somebody started to
complain about that, and they quit
that."
There was little to do but walk
around.
1n October 1942, the Vadas and some
others who bad been interned at the
Santa Anita racetrack - about 4,000 in
all - were put on a train, for the
camp.
'
,
A friend of theirs who bad gone to
(See JAPANESE on Page 6B.)

The Yadas eager

t0

build a monument.

Imprisonment Was Wrong,
Retired Minister Believes
ev. Joseph B. Hunter of Little
Rock, an assistant director of
the Internment camp In Rohwer
during World War II, during which
more than 8,000 p~ople of Japanese
heritage were imprisoned, said the Internment was wrong and never should
have happened.
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More than 100 ,000 were kept in
internment camps throughout I.be country.
Mr. Hunter, a retired minister of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),
who is 95, sald I.be FBI In Los Angeles,
where he bad been living then, bad assured him they bad controlled any people of Japanese heritage wbo were a
Cu-eat to tbe country's Wllr fort ter
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and that

there was no need" for the massive
0

Rev. Joseph B. Hunter

removal and Internment.

He maintained there was no "real
friction" between Caucasian-Americans
and those of Japansese heritage but
that businessmen pressed then President Franklin D. Roosevelt Into ordering the internment because they
feared the Japanese would be competitors.
Mr. Hunter said he didn't organize to
try to stop It because it would have
" been too difficult" and probably
wouldn't have succeeded. Although be
said many residents bad no Ill feeling,
about the Japaoese, they began to think
that " U the government ls ordering this,
maybe there Is a reason."
Mr. Hunter, who bad worked as a
missionary In Japao for several years
t>efon the war, was In charge of the operation of schools, the hospital, the police and social and welfare progralDll at
(See MINISTER OD Page 6B.)

6B •

ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 1981.

(I

Japanese-Americans Recall
Years in Internment Camp
Continued from Page 1B.

help build the camp had written
them that the mosquitoes were
''big as sparrows" and there
were many snakes.
They rode four days and four
nights, arriving in the morning
to a city of barracks covered
with tar paper. It was sur•
rounded by barbed wire and dot•
ted with watchtowers, where ri•
flemen stayed.
They were assigned to a bar•
racks - Barracks !OF, Block
28. Their room was about 20
feet by 20 feet, furnished with a
bed and blanket for each; they
borrowed tools and used scrap
lumber to make furniture.
Yada worked as a lumber
jack, a mechanic, a mechanics
teacher, and a cook. He was
paid $16 a month; doctors,
teachers and other professionals
were paid $19 a month, be said.
Yada 's sister worked as a
nurse's aide.
Mrs. Yada cared for their
child, Robert, and was pregnant
with their second child.
The camp took on the air of a
community . A council was
formed, to give the internees
representation, but Yada said
there was no organized protest
of their imprisonment. "No use
in getting angry, it wouldn't do
you-.ny good," be said.
A mimeographed newspaper
was published each week, and
there were activities. They

Minister
Regrets
Internment
Continued from Page 1B.

the camp.
He said that although many
thought the internees were dan•
gerous and would try to get out,
they "showed a co-operativeness
that overcame any opposition lo
them" in the local area.
He said they demonstrated
their allegiance to the United
Stales when they were called lo
fight for the United States as
part of a special unit during the
war. They "asked for 1,000, and
got 10,000," he said.
He said be and others in the
administration tried lo show the
internees that they were appreciated, as ''worthy American
citizens," despite their being
held behind barbed wire.
He said Japanese ,leaders in•
side the camp helped them by
counseling lbe people that "this
is not going to last, that Ibis is
temporary, and we're Amer!•
cans and we'll be here when it's
over."
Mr. Hunter hopes the United
Stales learned through the experience that "you can quickly
misjudge and mist.rust people If
you do it out of suspicion and
racism."
He hopes Americans learned
through the experience that they
should "never again treat people
as dangerous just because of
race or ancestry."
Even If that lesson was ab·
sorbed, "America should have
learned it another way."

- WILLIAM GREEN

Address Given
For Donarions
Those who want to donate
money for the construction
of the proposed monument al
the site of the Rohwer inter•
nment camp may send dona•
lions to the Rohwer Center
Memorial Fund, Common•
wealth Federal Savings and
Loan Association, Box 2220,
Little Rock. 72203.
played a lot of "Go," (checkers)
and Yada played softball.
"Once in a while, we get Japanese [movie] shows," Mrs.
Yada said.
Yada remembered that they
bad talent shows.
The food was "pretty good,"
an<( included Japanese and
Chinese meals.
Plenty of rice, and no steak,
lbey said.
They went into McGehee in
cars and in Army trucks some•
limes, to shop, be said.
But life was "dull," because,
despite the amenities, they
weren't free.
"No future," she said.
On the outside, they had
worked hard to earn money and
to save, to move forward; now,
they were captive, there was a
limit to what they could earn,
no matter bow hard they
worked.
" In the camp, whatever you
do, only $16 [a month1" be said.
Mrs. Yada bad their second
child, Richard, in the camp hos•
pita! August 1943.
About a year before the
camps closed, authorities began
urging the internees to look for
places to settle. After consider•
ing settling in Chicago and Nebraska, the Yadas decided to
stay in the area. With more thaq
a dozen other families, including
a farmer from California, they
settled near Fourche Creek in
Pulaski County, and worked as
sharecroppers.
They later moved to Scott,
where they continued sharecropping, paying the landowner 40
per cent of their prolits.
"We really worked bard out
there," be said.
Their son, Bob, who was in
the fourth grade, helped, too,
changing into work clothes after
be returned from school to work
in the fields until dark.
They worked 12, I 5 hours a
day, he said.
"Seven days a week/' she
said.
" Some days make pretty
good, about $50 a day," but oth•
ers they made nothing, he said.
After seven or eight years,
the Yadas moved to a place on
Highway 70 north of Little
Rock, where they rented land
and took the profits themselves.
As they advanced in age, they
built greenhouses.
They did well enough to buy
four acres on which they built
their first house - it bad three
bedrooms and a three-ear ga•
rage.
When the state took the area
for a highway about four years
ago, they bought eight acres on
the Old Jacksonville Highway,
where they continued operating
greenhouses.
As always, they worked bard;
they remember dropping to the
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floor while packing tomatoes
late al night, napping and then
getting up to pack more.
"We work hard, but it's worth
it," Mrs. Vada said.
They bad their problems - a
snowstorm caved in the roofs of
a number of greenhouses, causing $100,000 damages (be bad no
insurance), and a fire later dam•
aged others - but they had the
inner steel they had shown when
they were in the camp, and they
persevered.
About four years ago, the Ya•
das retired, and are now leasing
the business.
Their children are grown Robert is an Army captain and
an engineer at Fort Chaffee;
Richard Is a certified public ac•
countant in North Little Rock.
They talk of visiting their
children and grandchildren and
having another big family reun•
ion in Hawaii, where bis mother,
who is 100, lives.
He has a greenhouse on the
back of the house, and talks
about building another one in
the expansive back yard. He bad
considered opening a Japanese
restaurant, but she dissuaded
him.
They live in a rock house on a
cul de sac in the middle of mid•
die America, a long way from
Rohwer, but not the memory of
it.
After the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, a hysteria arose; there
was fear that the Japanese
would bomb the West Coast;
there were reports of Japanese
submarines off the coast; it was
feared that the Japanese aliens
and Japanese-Americans who
were in the country would
somehow participate in working
against the United States.
It was a difficult thing lo do,
but understandable, some will
argue.
The Yadas see it from the
other side of the barbed wire.
Dismissing the euphemisms of
the Caucasian-Americans, they
said the camps were "concen•
tration camps" and they were
11
prisoners."
They contend their imprison•
meat was a massive violation of
their constitutional rights, and
ask why Italian-Americans and
German- Americans, whose fatherlands were also considered
enemies of the United States
then, weren't treated similarly.
"We living peacefully out there,
and we bad to move," he said.
Yada maintains that racial
and economic discrimination
were behind it. He charged that
businessmen in the West feared
the industrious Japanese, and
applied pressure to have them
moved. "They afraid Japanese
try to take over; this way [the
internment] to drive them out,"
he said.
Time bas blunted their bitter•
ness. "It was almost 40 years
ago. You don't have to be bitter
about it now," be said, but he
added, ''We don't forget."
He wants the proposed monu•
meat lo be a reminder to all
people of those times, in hopes
that they won't be repeated.
"This can happen to maybe
some other nationality, that'.•
why we're erecting thu monument, lo remind the people that
this won't happen lo anybody
again."
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Yada examines newspaper article about the camp.

'Terrible Questions'
Bombarded Couple
Sam Yada remembers them
as the "terrible questions."
The questions were among
many he and his wife and others
of Japanese heritage were asked
after they were imprisoned in
the internment camp in Rohwer
during World War II.
Question 27: "Are you willing
lo serve in the armed forces of
the United States on combat
duty, wherever ordered?"
Question 28: "WIii you swear
unqualified allegiance to the
United States of America and
faithfully defend the United
States from any or all attack by
foreign or domestic forces, and
foreswear any form of alle•
giance or obedience to the Japa•
oese emperor, to any other for•
eign government, power or
organization?"
Those deemed a threat to the
United State's war effort were
imprisoned in a special camp.
Yada, wbo bad been born in
Hawaii after it bad been an•
ae%ed by the United States, was
an American citizen, as was his
wife. He said the questions were
like a slap to the head, because
they dared question their allegiance.
He and bis wife answered no
lo both, at first, as an "objec•
lion" lo their treatment.
There was a bearing on the is•
sue. According to the transcript,
be was asked If bis answering
no meant he was disloyal to the
United States.
Yada: "No, I didn't mean ex•
actly disloyal. Before the evacu•
ation, I know I have been 100
per cent American and Joyal,
but after the evacuation, I
thought we were all considered
enemy aliens."

Questioner: "What bas caused
you to change your thinking?"
Yada said that at first they
thought they were "discrimi•
nated against," but after thinking about it, they thought United
Stales citizens "should all be
loyal,"
Another question: "At the
time of registration [for work or
service In the armed forces] did
you consider the war very
much, and if so, with which
country did your sympathy lie?"
Yada: "As long as Japan is
my father's and mother's coun•
try, I don't want to see Japan
lose; also, as I was born and live
here, I want this country to win,
and I want this war over as
quickly as possible."
Questioner: ''We live under a
democratic form of government
in this country and Japan is at
the present time a military
dictatorship: to survive, one
country is going to win, which
do you want to see win?"
Yada: "Democracy."
Questioner: "You want the
United Stales to win?"
Yada: "Yes."
In answering another ques•
lion, be stressed lbal be wanted
a real democracy" to win the
war.
The questioner asked him to
elaborate.
Yada said, "So far, I don't
think il [the United Stales] was
real democracy, because of the
discrimination of minor people
like us. We had the right to stay
in California and we bad the
right to stay in any part of the
United Stales, but as far as dis·
crimin~tion is concerned, I think
it is a very undemocratic idea."
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- W1LLIAM GREEN
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